
Moving: Characteristics of Dogs and
Cats and Those Relinquishing Them to

12 U.S. Animal Shelters MOVING: RELINQUISHING ANIMALSNEW ET AL.

John C. New, Jr.
College of Veterinary Medicine

University of Tennessee

Mo D. Salman
College of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical Sciences

Colorado State University

Janet M. Scarlett
New York State College of Veterinary Medicine

Cornell University

Philip H. Kass
School of Veterinary Medicine
University of California–Davis

Jayne A. Vaughn
College of Veterinary Medicine

University of Tennessee

Stacy Scherr
Department of Sociology

Indiana University

William J. Kelch
College of Veterinary Medicine

University of Tennessee

JOURNAL OF APPLIED ANIMAL WELFARE SCIENCE, 2(2), 83–96
Copyright © 1999, Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc.

Re quests for re prints should be sent to John C. New, Jr., De part ment of Com par a tive Med i cine, Col -
lege of Vet er i nary Med i cine, Uni ver sity of Ten nes see, Box 1071, Knox ville, TN 37901–1071.



The Na tional Coun cil on Pet Pop u la tion Study and Pol icy Re gional Shel ter Sur vey
iden ti fied mov ing as the most of ten cited of 71 rea sons for re lin quish ing dogs and the
3rd most com mon rea son for re lin quish ing cats. Most re lin quished com pan ion an i -
mals were less than 3 years old and fe male. Dogs were most of ten in tact, whereas cats
were most of ten al tered. Friends had given the ma jor ity of these com pan ion an i mals
to the relinquishers, who had ob tained them at no cost. Most had lived with the
relinquishers for less than 2 years. The ma jor ity of relinquishers were White and fe -
male, and had at least a high school ed u ca tion. Based on the U.S. pop u la tion age dis -
tri bu tion, young adults seem to be us ing shel ters at a sig nif i cantly higher rate than
would be ex pected. These age groups are also more mo bile, ac cord ing to U.S. Cen sus
data. There fore, ed u ca tional ef forts that tar get young, po ten tially mo bile adults could
de crease the num ber of an i mals re lin quished.

The Re gional Shel ter Study, spon sored by the Na tional Coun cil on Pet Pop u la tion
Study and Pol icy, re ported 71 rea sons for re lin quish ment of dogs, cats, or both
(Salman et al., 1998). Of the an i mals re lin quished, 569 in di vid ual an i mals (330
dogs, 239 cats) were given away be cause their own ers were mov ing. At a time
when tar geted in ter ven tion strat e gies are be ing de vel oped to re duce re lin quish -
ments, this ar ti cle ad dresses how the is sues as so ci ated with com pan ion an i mals and 
mov ing should be con sid ered.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

On ran domly se lected days for 1 year, in ter views were con ducted with
relinquishers of dogs and cats at 12 shel ters in four re gions of the United States.
Three shel ters were lo cated in Cal i for nia, 3 were lo cated in Col o rado, 2 each in
Ten nes see and Ken tucky, and 1 each in New Jer sey and New York. In ter views
were con ducted us ing a stan dard ized ques tion naire. All in ter view ers re ceived the
same train ing. Par tic i pa tion by relinquishers was vol un tary. Con fi den tial in ter -
views were con ducted (Salman et al., 1998).

The sub set of data that pro vided the fo cus of this study was de rived from com -
pleted ques tion naires on dogs and cats who were taken to U.S. shel ters be cause
their own ers were mov ing. De scrip tive data were eval u ated for the fol low ing
items:

1. Rea sons for re lin quish ment. Relinquishers were al lowed to give up to five
rea sons.

2. An i mal char ac ter is tics such as age, sex, neu ter sta tus, breed, fre quency of
vet er i nary vis its, source of ac qui si tion, pur chase cost, length of own er ship,
an i mal hous ing (in side vs. out side), and se lected be hav iors dur ing the
month prior to re lin quish ment.
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3. Relinquisher char ac ter is tics such as age, sex, eth nic ity or race, in come
range, level of ed u ca tion, and knowl edge about the care and be hav ior of
com pan ion an i mals.

Data were en tered into Epi Info (Dean et al., 1994) and fre quen cies and de scrip -
tive sta tis tics were done us ing the BMDP Sta tis ti cal Soft ware (Dixon, 1992). Be -
cause an ad e quate com par i son group for all vari ables was not avail able, this ar ti cle 
is lim ited to de scrip tions of the vari ables as so ci ated with re lin quish ment where
mov ing was a con trib ut ing cause. The only com par i sons made and tested for sig -
nif i cance used U.S. Cen sus Bu reau data. Pairs of pop u la tion pro por tions of se -
lected relinquisher vari ables were com pared us ing a two-tailed hy poth e sis test
with a null hy poth e sis that the two pro por tions were equal. Be cause sam ples were
large, the test sta tis ti cal (z value) was con sid ered to be nor mally dis trib uted. A
weighted av er age of the two sam ple pro por tions was used as an es ti ma tor of the
com mon hy poth e sized pro por tion (Mil ton & Ar nold, 1990). The level of sig nif i -
cance was set a pri ori at p ≤ .05.

RESULTS

Moving was the most com mon rea son given for re lin quish ing dogs. It was the third
most com mon rea son for re lin quish ing cats, fol low ing rea sons of too many an i mals 
in the house and al ler gies. Moving, how ever, was not the only rea son given for re -
lin quish ment. Dog and cat relinquishers re ported an av er age of 2.2 and 2.0 other
rea sons, re spec tively. Re fusal of a land lord to al low an i mals was the most com mon
ad di tional rea son. This re sponse was given by 128 (38.8%) of the dog relinquishers 
and 91 (38.1%) of the cat relinquishers. A to tal of 13 dogs (3.9%) were re lin quished 
be cause par ents or oth ers liv ing in the house hold would not al low the com pan ion
an i mals to stay. Con se quently, 40.8% of the an i mals—141 of 330 dogs and 91 of
239 cats—who were given away be cause an owner was mov ing were also re lin -
quished be cause of hous ing rules or re stric tions.

Re ports of phys i cal hous ing lim i ta tions such as homes or yards that were too
small, homes that had no yards, or homes with “no place to keep the an i mal” were
cited as rea sons for re lin quish ment by 12.7% of dog own ers (42 of 330). A to tal of
6.1% own ers re ported too many an i mals, and 5.2% re ported that the cost of main -
tain ing a dog was more than they could af ford or were will ing to spend. Of cat own ers 
who were mov ing, 9.2% (22 of 239) of the relinquishers re ported that they or some
mem ber of their fam ily had al ler gies that might be as so ci ated with their cat.

Characteristics of Animals

Ta ble 1 dis plays the char ac ter is tics of dogs and cats re lin quished be cause the owner
was mov ing. The ma jor ity of dogs were less than 2 years old. Most cats were less
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TABLE 1
Characteristics of Dogs and Cats Relinquished to 12 U.S.

Shelters (1995–1996) Because Owner Was Moving

Dogs Cats

Characteristic n % n %

Age
0–5 months  27   8.4  13   5.8
5 months–3 years 175  54.5 104  46.2
3–8 years 100  31.2  79  35.1
8+ years  19   5.9  29  12.9
Total 321 100.0 225 100.0

Sex
Male 146  45.3  92  40.2
Female 176  54.7 137  59.8
Total 322 100.0 229 100.0

Neuter status of males
Neutered  49  33.6  53  57.6
Intact  93  63.7  38  41.3
Unknown   4   2.7   1   1.1
Total 146 100.0  92 100.0

Neuter status of females
Neutered  74  42.0  76  56.7
Intact  99  56.2  55  41.0
Unknown   3   1.7   3   2.2
Total 176 100.0 134 100.0

Purebred?
No 236  74.2 207  95.8
Yes  76  23.9   7   3.2
Unknown   6   1.9   2   0.9
Total 318 100.0 216 100.0

Time animal spent outside
Always or almost always  73  23.2  10   4.5
Most of the time  61  19.4  15   6.8
Some of the time 145  46.0  43  19.5
Rarely or never  36  11.4 153  69.2
Total 315 100.0 221 100.0

Source
Offspring of pet  26   8.2  19   8.3
Pet shop  19   6.0  20   8.8
Breeder  43  13.5   6   2.6
Shelter  65  20.4  33  14.5
Veterinarian   1   0.3   4   1.8
Friend  83  26.0  71  31.1
Stranger  34  10.7  13   5.7
Stray  38  11.9  47  20.6
Gift   4   1.3  10   4.4
Other   6   1.9   5   2.2
Total 319 100.0 228 100.0

(Continued)



than 3 years old (39.1% < 2 years old). More fe male an i mals were re lin quished than
male an i mals. Dogs were more likely to have been turned over to a shel ter in tact.
Cats were more likely to have been al tered. Far fewer cats than dogs were re ported to
be pure bred. Cats were pre dom i nantly in door com pan ion an i mals (rarely or never
out side). Fewer dogs were kept in doors. Most of the dogs and cats who were given to
shel ters had been given to their own ers by friends. Shel ters were the sec ond most
com mon source for ob tain ing a dog. Strays were the sec ond most com mon source
for cats. Most dogs and cats had been owned for less than 2 years. In ad di tion, ap -
prox i mately one third of the dogs and one quar ter of the cats had been owned for less
than 7 months. The ma jor ity of dogs and cats were ob tained at no cost. Fewer cats
than dogs had been to a vet er i nar ian in the year prior to their re lin quish ment.

Ta ble 2 dis plays the re ported fre quency of se lected be hav iors of dogs and cats
dur ing the month prior to re lin quish ment. Many dogs were re ported to be hy per ac -
tive at least some of the time dur ing the prior month. One quar ter or more of the dogs
had soiled in the house or dam aged things or were too noisy or fear ful at least some of
the time dur ing the month prior to re lin quish ment. Al most 40% of the cats had
seemed fear ful dur ing the pre vi ous month. Ap prox i mately 25% of the cats were re -
ported to have been hy per ac tive, too noisy, or both at least some of the time.

Characteristics of Relinquishers

Ta ble 3 dis plays the char ac ter is tics of the relinquishers who re ported that they were 
mov ing. Relinquishers were more likely to be White, fe male, and ed u cated be yond
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TABLE 1 (Continued)

Dogs Cats

Characteristic n % n %

Length of ownership
0–7 months 109  34.1  60  26.6
7 months–1 year  34  10.6  19   8.4
1–2 years  61  19.1  37  16.4
2–5 years  66  20.6  54  23.9
5+ years  50  15.6  56  24.8
Total 320 100.0 226 100.0

Purchase cost
None 180  57.3 173  77.6
Some 134  42.7  50  22.4
Total 314 100.0 223 100.0

Visits to a veterinarian
None  62  19.9  85  38.3
1 or more 249  80.1 137  61.7

 Total 311 100.0 222 100.0



high school. The me dian house hold in come range was $27,500 to $34,999 for dogs
and $20,000 to $27,499 for cats. Ta ble 4 in cludes the age dis tri bu tion of all
relinquishers who par tic i pated in this study com pared with the age dis tri bu tion
pres ent in the U.S. pop u la tion (U.S. De part ment of Com merce, 1995). The 25- to
39-year-old age groups were sig nif i cantly overrepresented (p < .001) among the
relinquishers.

Ta ble 5 dis plays re sponses to ques tions about the gen eral care and be hav ior of
com pan ion an i mals. Many peo ple re lin quish ing dogs did not know that dogs can
come into heat ap prox i mately twice a year. Peo ple re lin quish ing cats were even

88  NEW ET AL.

TABLE 2
Responses to Questions on Selected Behaviors of Dogs and Cats During the Month Prior to

Relinquishment to 12 U.S. Shelters (1995–1996) Because the Owner Was Moving

Responses

Always or
Almost
Always

Most of the
Time

Some of the
Time

Rarely or
Never

Statement n % n % n % n %

How often did the animal
soil in the house?

Dogs 11  3.5 16  5.1  55 17.5 233 74.0
Cats  3  1.3  5  2.2  20  9.0 195 87.4

How often did the animal
damage things, either
inside or outside?

Dogs 13  4.1 11  3.5  80 25.3 212 67.1
Cats  1  0.4  3  1.3  32 14.3 187 83.9

How often do you think the
animal was overly active
(hyper)?

Dogs 38 12.0 42 13.2 100 31.5 137 43.2
Cats 11  4.9 12  5.4  35 15.7 165 74.0

How often do you think the
animal was too noisy?

Dogs  4  1.3 16  5.0 105 33.1 192 60.6
Cats  3  1.4  6  2.7  44 19.8 169 76.1

How often did the animal
show fear (people/
animals/ noise/objects)?

Dogs 10  3.2 21  6.6  75 23.7 210 66.5
Cats  9  4.0 28 12.6  51 22.9 135 60.5

How often did the animal
growl/hiss/snap/attempt
to bite people?

Dogs  4  1.3  3  0.9  26  8.2 284 89.6
Cats  0  0.0  1  0.4  15  6.7 207 92.8

How often did the animal
growl/hiss/snap/threaten
other animals?

Dogs  2  0.6  1  0.3  40 12.6 274 86.4
Cats  6  2.7  5  2.3  23 10.4 187 84.6

How often did the animal
attack/start a fight with
other animals?

Dogs  1  0.3  2  0.6  15  4.7 298 94.3
Cats  0  0.0  1  0.5  13  5.6 208 93.7

How often did the animal
escape from the
house/yard?

Dogs  8  2.5  8  2.5  46 14.6 254 80.4
Cats  0  0.0  3  1.4  10  4.6 206 94.1



less knowl edge able about the estrus cy cle of dogs. Their con fu sion was even more
ap par ent when they were asked about the estrus cy cle of cats. Al most 75% of dog
relinquishers and nearly 50% of cat relinquishers ad mit ted that they did not know
how of ten a cat could come into heat. Alarm ingly, the ma jor ity of dog
relinquishers and al most half of cat relinquishers felt that a fe male dog or cat
would be better off if she had one lit ter be fore be ing al tered, or they did not know if 
this was true or not. When asked if dogs and cats mis be haved to spite their own ers,
most dog and cat relinquishers thought they did, or did not know. More dog than
cat relinquishers did not re al ize that cats mind how many other cats there are in the
home.
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TABLE 3
Characteristics of People Relinquishing Dogs and Cats to 12
U.S. Shelters (1995–1996) Because the Owner Was Moving

Dogs Cats

Characteristic n % n %

Sex
Male 140  49.3 69  36.3
Female 144  50.7 121  63.7
Total 284 100.0 190 100.0

Level of education reached
Less than high school  24   8.8 18   9.7
Graduated high school  95  34.7 58  31.2
Beyond high school 155  56.6 110  59.1
Total 274 100.0 186 100.0

Annual household income
<$12,499  39  14.9 25  14.8
$12,500–19,999  34  13.0 23  13.6
$20,000–27,499  34  13.0 38  22.5
$27,500–34,999  60  23.0 25  14.8
$35,000–44,999  48  18.4 27  16.0
$45,000–74,999  29  11.1 18  10.7
$75,000–124,999  13   5.0 9   5.3
>$125,000   4   1.5 4   2.4
Total 261 100.0 169 100.0

Cultural/ethnic identity
Hispanic/Latino(a)  34  12.0 20  10.6
White 203  71.5 134  71.3
Black/African American  28   9.9 21  11.2
Asian/Pacific Islander   8   2.8 6   3.2
American Indian/Native American   8   2.8 4   2.1
Other   3   1.1 3   1.6

 Total 284 100.0 188 100.0



Al though there were sig nif i cantly more relinquishers in the 25- to 39-year-old
age groups com pared with the U.S. pop u la tion, there were no sig nif i cant dif fer -
ences in the pro por tion of these age groups across re gions. How ever, there were
sig nif i cant dif fer ences in the dis tri bu tion of relinquishers’ eth nic iden ti ties among
re gions (Ta ble 6). A sig nif i cantly greater per cent age of His panic/La tino(a)
relinquishers used the New York–New Jer sey shel ters com pared with the Col o -
rado shel ters (p < .05) and the Cal i for nia shel ters (p < .001). Fur ther, a sig nif i -
cantly greater per cent age of Black relinquishers used the New York–New Jer sey
shel ters com pared with each of the other re gions (p < .05).

At least one of the sig nif i cant eth nic dif fer ences re mained when the pro por tion
of own ers who were mov ing was com pared across re gions. The per cent age of His -
panic relinquishers us ing the New York–New Jer sey shel ters was sig nif i cantly
higher (p < .05) than the per cent age shown for those us ing Cal i for nia shel ters.

Re gard ing the de mo graph ics of relinquishers who re ported that the an i mal’s
owner was mov ing, two other sig nif i cant re gional dif fer ences were ev i dent.
Relinquishers us ing the Ten nes see–Ken tucky shel ters were sig nif i cantly more
likely to have grad u ated from high school than relinquishers us ing Cal i for nia shel -
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TABLE 4
People by Age Group: U.S. Census Population Compared With

All Relinquishers of Dogs and Cats to a Shelter

U.S. Population All Relinquishers

Age Group 
(Years)

Number
(1000s) % Number %

10–14 19,082 8.7 10 0.3
15–19 17,599 8.0 110 3.6
20–24 18,341 8.4 317 10.3
25–29 19,438 8.9 465 15.0
30–34 22,177 10.1 509 16.5
35–39 21,890 10.0 471 15.2
40–44 19,480 8.9 330 10.7
45–49 16,487 7.5 309 10.0
50–54 12,920 5.9 189 6.1
55–59 10,699 4.9 114 3.7
60–64 9,991 4.6 86 2.8
65–69 9,581 4.4 80 2.6
70–74 8,485 3.9 60 1.9
75–79 5,971 2.7 24 0.8
80–84 3,873 1.8 9 0.3
85+ 2,830 1.3 9 0.3

Total 218,844 100.0 3,092 100.0



ters (p < .05). They were, how ever, sig nif i cantly less likely to have reached an ed -
u ca tion level be yond high school com pared to relinquishers us ing Col o rado (p <
.05) and Cal i for nia shel ters (p < .001). Dogs re lin quished to Col o rado shel ters
were sig nif i cantly less likely (p < .001) to have been ob tained at no cost com pared
with the other three re gions. The same was true for cats re lin quished to the Col o -
rado shel ters (p < .05) when com pared with the pro por tion of cats ob tained at no
cost and re lin quished to Cal i for nia and Ten nes see–Ken tucky shel ters.
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TABLE 5
Responses to Selected Statements on General Knowledge of Pet Care and

Behavior by Relinquishers of Dogs and Cats to 12 U.S. Shelters (1995–1996) 
Because the Owner Was Moving

Statement

Responsea

False True Don’t Know

n % n % n %

Dogs and cats need shots or they can
become seriously ill or even die.

Dogs 4  1.4 270 97.5  3  1.1
Cats 7  3.8 174 94.6  3  1.6

In general, female dogs can come into
heat (season) about twice a year.

Dogs 26  9.4 154 55.6 97 35.0
Cats 10  5.4 85 46.2 89 48.4

There are not many differences in
behavior between breeds of dogs,
even though they look different.

Dogs 230 83.0 32 11.6 15  5.4
Cats 153 83.2 14  7.6 17  9.2

Dogs and cats will misbehave to
spite their owners.

Dogs 103 37.2 142 51.3 32 11.6
Cats 56 30.4 108 58.7 20 10.9

It is necessary to catch a dog or
cat in the act of doing something
wrong in order to correct them.

Dogs 38 13.7 233 84.1  6  2.2
Cats 31 16.8 140 76.1 13  7.1

In general, cats come into heat
(season) about twice a year.

Dogs 29 10.5 48 17.3 200 72.2
Cats 33 17.9 72 39.1 79 42.9

When house training a dog, it is
helpful to rub the dog’s nose in its
mess when it soils in the house.

Dogs 157 56.8 93 33.6 27  9.8
Cats 79 42.9 53 28.8 52 28.3

A female dog or cat will be better off if 
she has one litter before being fixed.

Dogs 97 35.0 59 21.3 121 43.7
Cats 95 51.6 30 16.3 59 32.1

Cats don’t mind how many other cats
there are in the home.

Dogs 120 43.3 42 15.2 115 41.5
Cats 106 57.6 42 22.8 36 19.6

Cats may pounce or scratch or bite as a 
form of play.

Dogs 8  2.9 226 81.6 43 15.5
Cats 6  3.3 172 93.5 6  3.3

It will cost more than $100 a year to
keep a dog or cat as a pet.

Dogs 8  2.9 256 92.4 13  4.7
Cats 9  4.9 169 91.9 6  3.3

aN = 277 dog relinquishers and 184 cat relinquishers.



DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSIONS

Moving as an im por tant rea son for an i mal re lin quish ment to shel ters is not a new
find ing. Many shel ters have rec og nized this fac tor for some time. How ever, data
from this study pro vide some new in sights. The U.S. De part ment of Com merce
(1995) mon i tors the mo bil ity of the pop u la tion and tracks trends. Based on data col -
lected in March 1994, 16.7% of the pop u la tion had moved within the pre vi ous year. 
The over all mov ing rate was not sig nif i cantly dif fer ent from the rate seen a year
ear lier (16.8 ± 0.3%), and the mov ing rate has re mained rel a tively con stant since
the mid-1980s.

The high est rates of mov ing were found among young adults in their 20s (U.S.
De part ment of Com merce, 1995). Al most one third of those from 25 to 29 years
old (30.7%) had moved dur ing the pre vi ous year. Moving rates de cline as age in -
creases. When the age dis tri bu tion of the U.S. pop u la tion was com pared with the
age dis tri bu tion of dog and cat relinquishers, the most mo bile age groups were sig -
nif i cantly overrepresented among relinquishers. Be cause mo bile young adults are
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TABLE 6
Cultural or Ethnic Identity of Relinquishers of Dogs and Cats to 12 U.S. Shelters

(1995–1996) Because the Owner Was Moving, by Region

Region

Cultural/Ethnic Identity CO CA NY/NJ TN/KY Total

Hispanic/Latino(a)
n  23  106 291   5  425
%   7.6   10.6   31.3   0.5   13.4

White
n 261  725 426 840 2,252
%  86.7   72.2   45.9  89.6    71.0

Black
n  9   80 158  79  326
%  3.0    8.0   17.0   8.4   10.3

Asian or Pacific Islander
n  1   41  35   3   80
%  0.3    4.1    3.8   0.3    2.5

American Indian/Native American
n  6   30   3   7   46
%   2.0    3.0     0.3   0.7    1.5

Other
n   1  22  16   3   42
%   0.3    2.2     1.7   0.3    1.3

Total
n 301 1,004 929 937 3,171

 % 100.0   100.0   100.0 100.0   100.0



us ing shel ters at a higher rate than would be ex pected, mov ing may be re ported as
a fre quent rea son for giv ing up a com pan ion an i mal.

How ever, the num ber of peo ple in this age range who had com pan ion an i -
mals may be greater than those in other age ranges. For ex am ple, in one sur vey,
390 dog own ers and 320 cat own ers (34 and 37%, re spec tively) were be tween
25 and 44 years of age (Amer i can Pet Prod ucts Man u fac turers As so ci a tion
[APPMA], 1996). Con se quently, age may be linked to the own er ship of com -
pan ion an i mals.

His pan ics and Blacks have higher rates of mov ing (22.4% and 19.6%, re spec -
tively) com pared with Whites (16.0%). This is par tially due to dif fer ences in the
age dis tri bu tions by race, as Blacks and His pan ics have lower me dian ages (28.6
and 26.4 years, re spec tively) than those (34.9 years) of Whites (U.S. De part ment
of Com merce, 1995). Con se quently, it is prob a bly a com bi na tion of age, com pan -
ion an i mal own er ship, and, in some re gions, eth nic iden tity that ac count for much
of the re lin quish ment at trib uted to mov ing. To dis crim i nate against these age, eth -
nic groups, or both re gard ing com pan ion an i mal own er ship—for mally re strict ing
their abil ity to ob tain com pan ion an i mals—would be in ap pro pri ate. We do not
know the pro por tion of those who move and take their com pan ion an i mals with
them or oth er wise over come the chal lenges of mov ing when they own a dog or cat.

In gen eral, most peo ple who move stay in the United States, and more than half
stay in the same gen eral area that they had lived pre vi ously. Lo cal moves were
usu ally made for hous ing rea sons. These in cluded the de sire to ob tain better or dif -
fer ent hous ing or a re sponse to changes in life-cycle events such as mar riage, di -
vorce, sep a ra tion, birth of chil dren, chil dren reach ing school age, pur chase of first
home, grad u a tion from school, and fi nan cial in de pend ence gained by a first job.
Many lo cal moves, how ever, are not vol un tary (U.S. De part ment of Com merce,
1995). Con se quently, moves can rep re sent sit u a tions over which those with com -
pan ion an i mals have lit tle or no con trol. There fore, the rea sons for mov ing and
lim i ta tions and re stric tions of the new hous ing are also im por tant fac tors. Un de sir -
able char ac ter is tics of dogs and cats, such as prob lem be hav iors, also fig ured into
de ci sions to re lin quish com pan ion an i mals at the time of a move.

Al though mov ing was fre quently re ported as a rea son for giv ing an i mals away,
relinquishers re ported ad di tional rea sons that may have played a role in their de ci -
sions. Re sponses to se lected ques tions on be hav ior sug gest rea sons for dis sat is fac -
tion with re lin quished an i mals. More than half of the dog relinquishers re ported
that their dogs were hy per ac tive at least some of the time. Al most half of the cat
relinquishers re ported the same prob lem. Re ports of hy per ac tive dogs or cats may
re flect relinquishers’ per cep tions in stead of true hy per ac tiv ity. Owners who did
not have time for their com pan ion an i mals may have been both ered by nat u ral, at -
ten tion-seeking ac tiv i ties, es pe cially when their pets had been left alone for an ex -
tended pe riod of time.
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Ap prox i mately one third of dog relinquishers re ported that their dogs had
soiled in the house, dam aged things, been too noisy, or been fear ful at least some
of the time dur ing the month prior to re lin quish ment. A sim i lar num ber of cat
relinquishers re ported that their cats had been too noisy, fear ful, or both at least
some of the time dur ing the month prior to re lin quish ment. These rea sons could
rep re sent an un re al is tic ex pec ta tion of the in ex pe ri enced owner, doc u mented as
one com po nent of re lin quish ment (Kidd, Kidd, & George, 1992; Miller, Staats,
Partlo, & Rada, 1996; Patronek, Glickman, Beck, McCabe, & Ecker, 1996).

The pri mary and sec ond ary source of dogs were friends and shel ters, re spec -
tively. In the APPMA study (1996) of those who own com pan ion an i mals, the
most com mon sources of ac qui si tion were friends or rel a tives. Shel ters were a
fourth source, fol low ing a breeder and the news pa per or a pri vate party. The pri -
mary and sec ond ary sources of ac qui si tion for cats were the same for both stud -
ies—cats were most of ten found as strays or given to the relinquishers by friends
or rel a tives. In ter est ingly, the pop u la tion re lin quish ing an i mals to shel ters may be
more ra cially di verse when com pared with the gen eral pet-owning population, be -
cause the APPMA study re ported that most who own com pan ion an i mals were
White (93% and 95% of dog and cat own ers, re spec tively).

The large pro por tion of relinquishers who had a level of ed u ca tion be yond high
school may re flect the lo ca tion of the study shel ters in or near coun ties with large
uni ver si ties and col leges. Con se quently, shel ters in com mu ni ties with out such
pop u la tions may have dif fer ent fre quen cies of vari ables. Also, those who had
reached ed u ca tional lev els be yond high school may have been more will ing and
less in tim i dated to par tic i pate in an in ter view. The over all re fusal rate of this study
was 9.2% (Salman et al., 1998).

Friends are of ten the most fre quent source for com pan ion an i mals. It is rea son -
able to as sume that own ers in a highly mo bile age group and of a par tic u lar eth nic
iden tity are very likely to have friends with the same char ac ter is tics. Con se -
quently, shel ters may be see ing the re sults of an in for mal net work of pass ing com -
pan ion an i mals within a cir cle of friends who may, at a later time, have to deal with 
the same prob lem of dis po si tion when they move. Con se quently, highly mo bile
age groups should be ed u cated about the se lec tion of, and re spon si bil i ties in her ent
with, own ing com pan ion an i mals, as well as the pos si ble dif fi cul ties of find ing a
place for their dog or cat when a move be comes nec es sary.

Some peo ple re lin quished all or part of a lit ter be cause they were mov ing.
Homes had been found for only 20% of the pup pies and kit tens prior to the rest of
the lit ters ar riv ing at shel ters. Our lack of knowl edge about what ef forts own ers
ex pended to find homes for pup pies and kit tens or the pro por tion of lit ters that
were fully placed doc u ments the need for con tin ued ef forts to en cour age spay ing
and neu ter ing. Oth er wise, a pro por tion of lit ter own ers will be faced with the need
to re lin quish healthy, adopt able pup pies and kit tens to com mu nity shel ters. There,
for a lack of good homes, many will have to be killed.
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In sum mary, mov ing rep re sents an im por tant life event that im pacts the re lin -
quish ment of dogs and cats to shel ters in the United States. This phe nom e non is in -
flu enced by the overrepresentation in the sam ple of mo bile age groups, by the
pos si bly larger pro por tion of those with com pan ion an i mals in these age groups,
and per haps, in di rectly, by eth nic ity. These de mo graphic iden ti fi ers could be used
to help de velop fo cused ed u ca tional ef forts stress ing com pan ion an i mal se lec tion
and the pro cess and dif fi cul ties of mov ing with dogs or cats.
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